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One Health EJP
SimEx conducts
disease outbreak
exercise
The One Health EJP SimEx project
was formulated as a way for the
One Health focused sectors to
practise and enhance their ability
to cooperate when dealing with a
zoonotic disease outbreak within
their countries.

The SimEx provides an opportunity
for all partner institutes within the
Consortium to participate in the
conduction of a table-top exercise
at national level. OHEJP members
will meet with experts from other
sectors (animal health, public health
and food safety) to conduct a disease
outbreak scenario focused on a
foodborne zoonosis. The exercise
aims to highlight the benefits of sharing
relevant data and finding solutions to
common issues across sectors.
The SimEx conduction exercise will be
held in each participating country for
two days between May and July 2022,
with exercises already conducted in
Norway, Poland, Italy and Denmark in
May. Find out more: One Health EJP SimEx.

One Health Research
Showcased in Italy
Over the last two years, the COVID-19
pandemic has impacted upon the
ability of the One Health EJP to organise
in-person scientific events, thus
requiring the use of virtual technologies
to deliver these activities.
The One Health EJP 4th Annual Scientific
Meeting was on 11-13th April 2022, with
attendees joining the conference at the
People’s Palace in Orvieto, Italy or online.
The event was organised by the Istituto
Superiore di Sanità (ISS) and brought
together an international audience of
276 participants from 22 countries to
discuss One Health topics.
One Health is an integrated approach
that aims to sustainably balance and
optimise the health of people, animals,
and ecosystems. The conference highlighted
the importance of using the cross-sector
One Health approach to tackle global
health threats, which include zoonotic
diseases (transmissible between animals
and humans), emerging threats and
antimicrobial resistance (AMR). Research
by One Health EJP projects that offers novel solutions to these threats was showcased.
We welcomed 6 invited speakers who delivered fascinating talks, including the risks
of viruses being transmitted from bats to humans, using wastewater for surveillance
of foodborne and infectious agents, antimicrobial resistance in relation to
environmental issues and COVID-19, and climate change impacts on food safety.
The scientific programme delivered 30 oral presentations, 99 poster presentations,
3 roundtable discussion sessions, the 3-minute thesis competition for PhD
students and one session in collaboration with the “Med-Vet-Net” Association.
The wide range of high-quality scientific information shared at this meeting will
benefit the advancement of One Health networks in the future!
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHT

Sharing research outcomes
Completion of One Health EJP projects means the final research outcomes
need to be shared with a wider audience outside of the Consortium. The
Communications Team is collaborating with Project leaders to produce
interactive Project Impact Brochures, which disseminate key messages
and outcomes (e.g., scientific methods, tools, techniques) from each
project. They are designed to appeal to both scientists and non-scientists,
with information presented in an easy-to-understand format and
bespoke infographics to illustrate the project topic.
The OHEJP METASTAVA project focused on metagenomics (the study of
genetic material within biological samples) specifically on the genomes of
microorganisms. The brochure explains the standardisation and validation
of metagenomics methods for detection of bacterial and viral pathogens
responsible for foodborne zoonoses, antimicrobial resistance (when microbes
evolve mechanisms that protect them from the effects of substances that
normally kill them or stop their growth) and emerging infectious disease
threats (infections that have recently appeared in a population or whose
incidence or geographic range is rapidly increasing).
The OHEJP IMPART project examined the issue of antimicrobial resistance
(AMR), which is one of the most urgent, global health threats of our time.
The brochure explains how the project harmonised methods involving the
characterisation, isolation, and detection of bacteria and antimicrobial
resistance profiles, relevant for veterinary and public health. The IMPART
research outcomes are important for monitoring antimicrobial resistance
across animal and human populations to improve antimicrobial stewardship
(the promotion and monitoring of judicious antimicrobial use to maintain
their effectiveness).
The OHEJP TOX-Detect project brochure explains about the development
of new tools to detect foodborne disease outbreaks caused by toxigenic
bacteria. These foodborne disease outbreaks are an important public health
issue occurring when people are exposed to food products contaminated
by unsafe levels of toxins produced by specific bacteria.
Look out for future brochures focusing on other One Health EJP projects to maintain the legacy of our research.

One Health EJP Annual Report
The One Health EJP Annual Report for 2021 is now available!
This report showcases the wide range of food safety, public
and animal health research, education and training events,
and dissemination activities completed in the fourth year.
Our report provides updates from 24 Joint Research Projects,
6 Joint Integrative Projects and 17 PhD projects, highlighting
their research outputs and outcomes. Read the report here.
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Translating science to policy
through Dissemination
Workshops

Many health threats occur at the
human-animal-environment
interface, and the ability of societies
to anticipate, respond and recover
from the impacts of epidemics and
pandemics is essential. This requires
knowledge and capacities developed
by organisations working across
animal and public health sectors,
provided by One Health preparedness.

The Dissemination Workshop on
“Improving One Health Preparedness
to (re) Emerging Infectious Threats”,
second in a series of Dissemination
Workshops, was held on 25th of
March 2022. These workshops take
Image: Pxfuel
place within the One Health EJP science to policy translation activities, with
the aim to disseminate solutions developed by joint integrative/research
projects to policy and decision makers across Europe. During the workshops,
the practical applications of the One Health EJP-developed solutions are
highlighted to explain how they can benefit the prevention, detection, and
response to zoonotic pathogens (infecting animals and humans) in One Health
settings.
The workshop successfully brought together 110 participants from 17 European
countries, with most of the audience from national, European, and international
public health and food safety authorities, and national ministries. Workshop
discussions highlighted the applications and benefits of the novel tools,
techniques and strategies developed by the One Health EJP projects
COHESIVE, FED-AMR, TOXOSOURCES, ADONIS and MATRIX. It gave an opportunity
to exchange information among the scientists, policy makers and risk managers.
The One Health community looks forward to further Dissemination Workshops
in 2022, bought to you by the OHEJP Science to Policy Translation team.

Sharing PhD student life on our blog
The #OHEJPphdlife campaign was launched
last year to showcase individual PhD students
and their research.
The 2nd blog “A day in the life of Ciriac Charles”
was shared in March 2022. Ciriac gave us an
insight into his daily activities for OHEJP PEMbo
project, which aims to better understand the
genetic evolution of Mycobacterium bovis
causing bovine tuberculosis in France. We
wish him all the best in completing his thesis!

Bringing to light
One Health Diagnostics
Following the ASM, an online
satellite workshop on mobile
detection platforms was held
for PhD students, early career
researchers and other scientists.
Invited speakers from the University
of Surrey and National University of
Ireland, Galway, presented on their
experience of factors influencing the
design of diagnostic assays for One
Health applications, including sample
types (environmental, clinical from
humans or animals), target sequences
and assay format, reflecting on current
standard diagnostics in public and
animal health. This workshop
highlighted two diagnostic techniques:
LAMP and LEC-LAMP, with an interactive
session on assay design.
The workshop was a great success,
with over 60 participants joining!

OHEJP ASM2022 winners!
Congratulation to: 3-Minute Thesis
Competition, Marieke de Cock, PhD
project DESIRE: Developing evidence
-based surveillance for emerging rat-borne
zoonoses in changing environments;
Early Career Oral Presentation, Olivia
Turner, PhD project WILBR: Contribution
of wild birds to AMR in the environment
and on farm; Poster Presentation, Ulrike
Binsker, German Federal Institute for
Risk Assessment: German meat and
livestock may serve as source of ESBL
E. coli carrying mcr-1.26 incx4 plasmids
recently identified in humans, funded by
the German Federal Ministry of Health.
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MATRIX Webinars to advance One Health
Surveillance
The One Health EJP is pleased to announce the MATRIX Webinar Series
2022 on “Solutions for One Health Surveillance in Europe” from May to
November 2022. These webinars aim to present the solutions that the
Joint Integrative Project MATRIX is developing to support the implementation
of One Health Surveillance in European countries. The webinar series
is organised by Statens Serum Institut (SSI), and each webinar is free of
charge to attend.

Solutions for One Health
Surveillance in Europe
OHEJP MATRIX: WEBINAR SERIES 2022
WHAT IS MATRIX?
MATRIX is a project of the One Health European Joint Programme (OHEJP),
a partnership of 44 food, veterinary and medical laboratories and institutes
across Europe and the Med-Vet-Net Association.
The purpose of OHEJP MATRIX is to create solutions for European countries to support and
to advance the implementation of One Health Surveillance. These solutions are currently under
development and will be finalised for release by the end of 2022.
WHAT ARE THE SOLUTIONS FOR ONE HEALTH SURVEILLANCE IN EUROPE WEBINARS?
The Solutions for One Health Surveillance in Europe webinars present the solutions that are being developed by
MATRIX to support and advance the implementation of One Health Surveillance in European countries.
During the webinars, participants will learn about the solutions, their intended use and current status of
implementation. Participants will also have the opportunity to directly influence the ongoing refinement of the
solutions by sharing their own experiences and needs associated with One Health Surveillance.

One Health Surveillance describes the systematic collection, analysis and
interpretation of data and sharing of information collection on humans,
animals, and the environment to inform decisions for more effective health
interventions. Strengthening the networking opportunities among animal
health, public health, food safety and environmental sectors are essential to
advance One Health Surveillance.

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE WEBINARS?
Surveillance officers, researchers and managers from institutes in Europe who work on One Health Surveillance in
the animal health, human health, food safety, environmental and other relevant sectors are invited to participate in
the Solutions for One Health Surveillance in Europe webinars.
Participation in the Solutions for One Health Surveillance in Europe webinars is free of charge.
Registration is via the registration links.
CONTACTS AND FURTHER INFORMATION
Guido Benedetti, MATRIX Project Leader
Statens Serum Institut, Denmark
Email: gube@ssi.dk
The Solutions for One Health Surveillance in Europe webinars are organized by Statens Serum Institut (SSI), the leading
partner institute of the MATRIX project.
MATRIX project is part of the One Health European Joint Programme (OHEJP). MATRIX has received funding from the
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement No 773830.

This webinar series offers an exciting training activity to deliver the latest
information on implementing OHEJP MATRIX solutions to surveillance officers,
researchers, and managers from European institutes. The online training
experience intends to provide a collaborative and engaging platform to
stimulate cross-sector discussions among professionals.

OH-EPICAP TOOL
May 19th – 14.00-15.30 CEST

Registration link: TEAMS

This is an interactive tool to evaluate the capacities and capabilities for the One Health Surveillance of a specific
sector and/or pathogen of choice. Additionally, the tool allows the benchmarking of surveillance capacities and
capabilities for comparison.
Status of implementation: the tool is due to be piloted and disseminated mid 2022.
Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety, France (ANSES) & University of Surrey, United Kingdom (UoS)
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The first webinar held on 19th May presented the OH-EPICAP tool, an interactive
tool to evaluate the capacities and capabilities for One Health Surveillance of
a specific sector and/or infectious agent of choice. The uses and applications
of this tool were discussed by researchers from the Agency for Food, Environmental
and Occupational Health and Safety (ANSES), France, the University of Surrey,
United Kingdom, and Statens Serum Institut (SSI), Denmark.
Find out more information about the individual webinars here.

Looking Forward to OHEJP activities of 2022
JUNE
22th June
1-2pm

OHEJP Side Event at ONE2022 Conference
One Health EJP: Lessons learnt from a
European multidisciplinary initiative. Hybrid
event at ONE2022 Conference, Brussels.
22nd June 1-2pm CEST.

OHEJP Side Event at ONE2022 Conference
JUNE
OHEJP Food Safety Knowledge Exchange
20th June
2.30-5.30pm (FSKX) Workshop. In person event at ONE2022

SEPT
14th Sept

SEPT
20-22th
Sept

Conference, Brussels. 20th June 2.30-5.30pm CEST.
OHEJP MATRIX Webinars

JUNE-NOV
8th Jun, 15th Food Safety Knowledge Exchange (FSKX), 8th
Sept, 6th Oct, June; Manual for One Health Surveillance
10th & 24th Dashboards, 15th Sept; Roadmap to Develop
Nov

the National One Health Surveillance, 6th Oct;
One Health Surveillance Codex: Knowledge Integration
Platform, 10th Nov; Interactive Guide to Developing Multi
-Sectoral Surveillance Systems, 24th Nov.

NOV
2-4th Nov

OHEJP BIOPIGEE VIRTUAL WORKSHOP
Biosecurity measures in primary pig
production to control Salmonella and
Hepatitis E virus. 14th September 1-5pm
CEST.
OHEJP CARE, MATRIX, OH-HARMONY-CAP
Joint and individual project meetings.
20th to 22nd September.
Registration link here.
OHEJP CPD Module 2022 on Rapid
diagnostics and harmonisation of
diagnostic tests. Hybrid event in
Copenhagen. 2nd to 4th November.
More information here.

Visit our website for full details of all our events.
Prepared by the OHEJP Communications Team, University of Surrey
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